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week. His motto was ‘‘The family that prays 
together stays together.’’ 

From the time of Reverend Brown’s retire-
ment until November 1992, pastoral duties 
were shared by three sons of the church, the 
Reverend Norman King, the Reverend Ben-
jamin C. Sands, and the Reverend William O. 
Wilson. 

In November 1992, the Reverend H. Lionel 
Edmonds became the fifth pastor of the 
church. Pursuant to his vision of ‘‘building the 
beloved community’’, great strides have been 
made including nearly quadrupling the mem-
bership and the establishment of new min-
istries to meet the spiritual, physical, and intel-
lectual needs of members and the community. 
These include a Cedars Discipleship Institute 
(Christian education); Sons of Simeon (men’s 
ministry); Daughters of Miriam dance classes; 
boys’ basketball and football teams; classes to 
develop job skills in computers, lock smithing 
and electricity; health and beauty workshops; 
aerobics classes; and a soon-to-be-opened 
child development center. All services are 
open to the community as well as to members 
of the church. 

Mount Lebanon’s community service ex-
tends beyond it’s immediate environs. Through 
very active involvement in the Washington 
Interfaith Network (WIN), an interdenomina-
tional coalition of churches from all eight of the 
city’s wards, it also participates in other city-
wide programs to provide low-cost housing for 
families and after school care for children, re-
duce crime, provide education/job skills to citi-
zens, and to assure a living wage for all per-
sons employed in the city. 

Mr. Speaker, through worship and commu-
nity service, Mount Lebanon carries out its slo-
gan, ‘‘We serve a great God; we are a great 
people; and we are about a great work.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the members of this 
body join me in congratulating the Mount Leb-
anon Baptist Church, and celebrating the spir-
itual understanding that has guided their path 
for 100 years. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on September 
14, 1999, I was unavoidably detained during a 
rollcall vote: No. 409, on the Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 
1883, the Iran Nonproliferation Act of 1999. 
Had I been present for the vote, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF 
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999 

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, due to travel 
delays, I was not present for rollcall votes 405, 
406 and 407 on September 13, 1999. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 

rollcall vote 405, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 406 and 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 407. 
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FROM THE INLAND EMPIRE TO 
THE WORLD: 75 YEARS OF THE 
BEST ORANGES 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Redlands Foothill 
Groves citrus cooperative, which for the past 
75 years has been packing the very best 
navel oranges in downtown Redlands and 
sending them throughout the world. 

Chroniclers of California history have sug-
gested that the lush orange groves of the In-
land Empire were as important to the growth 
of the Golden State as the gold rush itself. 
From the time that the first navel oranges 
were successfully grown in towns like Red-
lands, Loma Linda, Highland and East High-
lands, California became known as the pro-
ducer of the very best fruit. 

The groves that once covered 49,000 acres 
of San Bernardino County have dwindled to 
just over 5,000, but the fruit produced by the 
members of the Redlands Foothill Groves is 
still considered some of the best in the world. 
Much of the crop that is packed here is 
shipped overseas, where it commands a pre-
mium price as a delicacy. The packinghouse 
is one of only two remaining of the 33 that 
once were the economic heart of Redlands. 

Redlands Foothill Groves has harvested 
57,257,959 field boxes of citrus since it was 
founded on Sept. 15, 1924. The fruit is mar-
keted today through Sunkist Growers, Inc. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating association president C.R. McKeehan, 
general manager Tim Farmer and the 220 
growers of Redlands Foothill Groves as they 
celebrate this milestone in good taste. 
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TRIBUTE TO ANNA MAE BOX 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I take 
this opportunity to pay tribute to an out-
standing mother, community activist, leader 
and citizen who fit the category of unsung her-
oine. 

Ms. Anna Mae Box was born on January 5, 
1928, on the westside of Chicago to Earlie 
and Lula Woods and lived there for the rest of 
her life. She grew up, went to Alfred Tennyson 
Elementary, John Marshall High and Chicago 
State University. 

On December 7, 1942, she married Mr. Eu-
gene Box Sr., and in 1959, they moved to 
4114 W. Arthington Street in Chicago, where 
they raised their children and spent the rest of 
their lives. 

As a resident of 4114 W. Arthington, Ms. 
Box became a dedicated community worker, 
striving to prevent erosion of values and urban 

decay. She worked untiringly with Presentation 
Catholic Church and School and the Daniel 
Webster Public School. When the Chicago 
Public School System began a program of ag-
gressively pursuing involvement and participa-
tion of citizens, Ms. Box became one of the 
very first school community representatives 
and all of the schools in her district came to 
know and to love her. I too, Mr. Speaker, was 
privileged to know, love and respect both her 
and her family, because for many years I lived 
in the very small community, two blocks over. 
Therefore, my knowledge is first hand. Her vi-
brancy and spirit of positivity was a highlight of 
her presence, her work and her being. On 
September 18th, 1999, upon initiation by the 
Honorable Michael D. Chandler, Alderman of 
the 24th ward, the Chicago City Council will 
be renaming the 4100 block of West 
Arthington Street, to Anna May Box Street. 

I salute this act to honor the life, work and 
legacy of a great woman and wish her family 
well as they carry on in her tradition. Edwina 
Box-McGee, Willie Box, Jr, Patricia Box-Baker 
and all of the family have my best wishes as 
you celebrate and renew your own commit-
ments to community service. 
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THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CEL-
EBRATE THE CENTENARY OF 
THE STATE COUNCIL IN THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 1999 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, the Order of 
the Knights of Columbus is an international 
Catholic family and fraternal service organiza-
tion founded in 1882 in New Haven, Con-
necticut, by a 29-year-old parish priest, Father 
Michael J. McGivney, as a means for mutual 
social and financial support (self-insurance) 
among young Catholic men and their families. 
From its original 30 members from St. Mary’s 
Parish, the Order has grown to more than 1.6 
million members worldwide and, unlike many 
other similar fraternal organizations, is still 
growing. 

With its strong American orientation, in con-
trast to the focus on ancestral homelands and 
languages of ethnic or immigrant-centered so-
cieties, the fledgling organization had a broad 
appeal in the United States, expanding first 
through New England and then down the At-
lantic Coast. In the Order’s 15th year, 1897, 
Washington Council No. 224 was instituted in 
the District of Columbia. 

Within two years of the establishment of the 
Order in the District of the Washington Coun-
cil, four other councils were instituted in the 
District: Keane Council No. 353 and Carroll 
Council No. 377 in 1898, and Spalding Coun-
cil No. 417 and Potomac Council No. 433 in 
1899. The first public appearance of the 
Knights of Columbus, as an Order, in the Na-
tion’s Capital was at the dedication of the 
Franciscan Monastery on September 17, 
1899. 

With four councils and several hundred 
members in the District, the Supreme Council, 
the governing body of the Order, relinquished 
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